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POWELTON VILLAGE: AREA ON HHE MEND 


Philadelphia, Pennsylvania — The 
neighborhood £n nown ¢ 

lage seemed t 
to the slums ns dn ago, Bs iu 
its destination i is revei 


the Ru Village Development Asso- 
ciates, Inc., a real estate company which, 


a group, improves arx properties, 
and Powel Neigh a non-profit 
Spee pasate in the fullest 


ane ESTE te UN of these 


has been forthcoming "fro t (ues local 
banks, the Univers f Pennsylvania and 
Drexel Institute of Technology (both are 


) e Board of beatin 
(ground has been broken for a ne tie 
room a ae school in the Sid . 


Owners Pay the Bills 
federal funds have been used. All 


of Ds home EUCH has eee car- 
a on we the people and it is 
F 


Pov Vill lage Deyelonincht Associates 
), that some $250, wi has been 


s8É 


large stone-faced houses were fleeing 

the suburbs; others were allowing their 

h house sale usually 
meant conversion fro: 


‘om one or two family 
occupancy to multiple residences. 

E oint, a ena que 
ment 5 vila ng was up for auctioi cor- 
geh was formed and a $20, na kitty 
to save the building from being 

nto still smaller compart- 
ments. That project failed but the $20,000 

ater became the initial financing 
VDA. 


s "For Sale" signs went up, 
VDA ( (oss with o 

thetic with PVDA’: 
properties and arranged for their sale 


to persons who would cut down the num- 


oth ae thai Bn fore- 
mi 


9n ne fite E 

-affer transfor id- 
Vicio orian n building in in West Philadelphia's 
Powelton Village i is repeated, with vari- 
ations, in more tl in fifty other structures 


Pe 


atte area. Some $11 private 
ney reclaimed this building, cutting 
the ee of apartment units from 12 
to ei 


ber of derlling units. The PVDA aus 
operates 2 deny: units—75 of 
a nts for other owne 
with S E ‘restrictions 
aia SPUR E 
ma a pe ns Er the munity fire (fol 
dancing pe science clubs, anne 


annual cl campais Tog one of its 
rimary concerns is ent. 
The non-profit, non- par seithor 
hood improvement group has been opei 
ating for four Yer ET is open i all 
tenants or home owners "willing to work 
with a vigorous ni association for 


eighbors 
community prenei " Just how 
orous is attest a $1,000 award which 
it won in ps Vi rs Nei 
provement Contest 
Bap Chamber of Commerce 
s monthly riéetifigs every first 
vo E average atten mlse 
peau! 100. Membe 
wsletter. isl are 
$3 for husband-wife and $10 for con- 
ships. 


tributing membersh 

On home im nprovement, PN has found 
its most effective tools are inrorastion 
and encouragement. Its primary concern 


is to educate residents to the why’s of 
asians and encourage them with 
the 

E John Marshall, PN president, says 


fetes Promotion. Old-time residents 
a their 

n 
‘village. Once 


vage, are drawn into the 


their homes, PN asks them to invite their 


The group also serves as a clearinghouse 


d major vama It gives, i 
this field, rac al a 
Son 


s, in 
critical reference. 


school ri Ur: he village | sug- 

site oniwhich the school build- 

Another of PN's major efforts on the 

puis RE has been to pem & guns 
mortgage insura 
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has been certified but the project is by no 

means an unqualified success. 
Disappointment over the actual appli- 

cation of 220 mortgages is expressed by 


many leaders in the Powelton Vil 

movement 
The actual granting of section 220 
commitments has been thwarted by dis- 
agreement between applicants and the 
FHA as to disce pro, aluation of the 
rehi tation The issue has 


ae future contribution 
the Powelton Village movement 
has sever: eral unique factors oper- 


EE 


vor 
Bry: ant, chairman of he 
and aio of coi 

for the Philadelphia 
yi it most impor- 


VDA 
munity an ations 
Roe Authority, 
tant i 


a vigorous progam song on three fronts 
at The ndling of money, 
2) the improvement n prd plant, and 
3) intensive work w 


Aper forthcoming from such 
xel has announced that it will 


of PVDA's newest investment property 
through RES of a $10,000 EA 
But tl E assist to the Powelton 

t fro 


Village a cael 


mov 
and other remm E proba Write 
ewly fi 


, University 
at has hap- 
is especially 


of Pe pow side 
pened in Powelton Village 
ma 


City 


er env 
Powelio Village is Pur 
gr 


eater Universi ty 


UNIVERSITY of PENNS YLVANIA 
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OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 


The Powe lton story a remarkable record of the 


usual ne is the fact that the peopl 

have recognized the complexity of the problem of com 

munity renewal, with being intimidated the size 

of e job. ey have planned and executed cam- 

paigns for better local schools and for improved city 
they have fostered cultural and social 


munity, tha 
to share the work. Distinctions of race, religion, 
ccupational class, have not prevailed, 


sounder and 


community is today, as result, 
more dynamic than many wealthier areas 


faylord P. Harnwell 


Commandments for Community Groups 


* Involve 


at the earliest possible moment 
role in 


* Set up 


'eate Geen of the commui 
work. 


conservation and enlist as 


nvisior 
En and instru 

Powelton Vi 
fact, may make rel 
Three other neighborhoods in Philadel- 


ictive to all of u 


* Develop volunteer f it. 
* Learn the step-by-step procedures in handling the factors contributing to de- 
ration and methods for dealing with panic, fear and tension involving different 


.H 


public 


similar programs. 


For more information on petious 
4 1 Psi ata a 


departments, their powers, Seo stblites, and limitat 
shall the facts about community NEST present them convincingly to 

Nune arial olay through until action is taken. 
* Establish relations with pum and private agencies in ways that will produce 


to: 

Powelton Village Development As. 
uu elton 
delp 
to Dr. Marshall at 3508 Hamilton 
Street, Philadelphia. 
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* Give active leadership in Teenie the truments if they are not 
available, in bringing about reforms, and in rovidiug idolis support for them. 


[S rom a speech by Julia Abrahamson. 


p Kenwood Community Confer- 


ence, Chicago.) 


